April
1996

Haskell Environmental
Research Studies Center

and

Great Plains-Rocky Mountain
Hazardous Substance
Research Center

O O O O -
HERS makes Haskell history with
uplink program
by Wendy Griswold, Kansas State University

istory wasmade at Haskell Indian Nations University (HINU) on April

H 11, 1996, when thefirst satellite program was broadcast from HINU' s

television production studio. Theprogram, “ An Environmental Legacy
For Our Grandchildren,” was also thefirst live teleconference sponsored by the
NAOMI (Native American and Other Minority Ingtitutions) Seminar Program.
The program focused on water quality issuesfacing several nationsthroughout
Indian Country. Areas of focusincluded the Menominee, Forest Band
Potowatomie, and Sokaogan Chippewain the Mole Lake, Wisconsin, area; the
KiowaNation of Oklahoma; the Navajo and Hopi Nationsof New Mexico and
Arizona; and the OglalalL akota Nation of Pine Ridge, South Dakota.

The program featured a
live pandl of Native American
environmental professionals
and telephonelinksto on-site
tribal environmental represen-
tatives. The program also
provided viewerswith the
opportunity to call in ques-
tionsand commentsto the
studio and on-location

participants. The program

was moderated by George

Tiger (Muscogee/Creek), = S el S S NI L
whoisthe host and producer  Wes Martel, Ella Mulford, Russell Quialls
of Inside Native America, and Kim TallBear offer environmental

broadcast on CBS &ffiliate expertise with Native cultural relevance.

KTOK TV. Joining Tiger in the studio were Wes Martel (Shoshone/Arapaho),
vicepresident of theWind River Associates; EllaMulford (Navgo), environ-
mental specialist; Russell Qualls (Jamestown Klallam/Y akima), professor of
hydrology at the University of Colorado-Boulder; and Kim TalIBear (Cheyenne/
Arapaho of Oklahoma), environmental policy specidist from the Council of
Energy Resource Tribes.

The program began with ataped segment from the Mole Lake, Wisconsin,
area. Threetribesview aproposed zinc and copper mine asa potential for
environmental harm. In thisarea, the harvesting of wild riceisastaplefor the
tribesand thewildlifethat livein theregion. Areatribes, the Menominee,
Sokaogon Chippewaand Forest Band Potowatamie, are concerned that tailings
containing sulfur from the mine and the amount of water needed for mining
activity will alter the environmental balance, destroying thewild ricebedsand
potentially polluting the
water and land.

Jerry Goodrich, a

representative fromthe On page...

Crandon Mining Corpora

tion, explained that tailings 2 ... “Environmental Legacy” cont.
would be stored using a

geopl astic containment Bill Tallbull Memorial
system to prevent any .

waste from contaminating NAOMI Uplink Survey
groundwater.
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Water gquality: a common concern among

Native Americans

B continued from page 1l

Kim Menominee, director of community service
for the Menominee Tribe, explained that whilethe
Crandon Mining Corporation was planning on using
the most sophisticated and advanced technologiesto
prevent groundwater pollution, oneholeinthe
system the size of apinprick can becomealarge
tear. Menomine aso explained that for several years
during the construction and devel opment of the
mine, 12 million gallons of water would be used per
day. In comparison, the city of Milwaukee uses5
million gallonsper day.

Kim TallBear noted that thiswasagood example
of why “tribal technical experts need to be equipped
to participatein scientific debates, to participatein
policy debates, to participatein economic debates.
We need to train our youth to be environmental
scientists, to be mining engineers, to be policy
analysts, economists. Inthisway, assovereign
nations we can exercise our sovereignty, becausein
additionto just having sovereignty on paper, you
haveto havethe capacity to exerciseit.”

The second segment featured environmental
issuesfacing the KiowaNation of Oklahoma. There
are several sourcesof contaminationinthisarea.
The Apco Refinery of Surreal, Oklahoma, has been
designated asa Superfund Clean-up Site by the
Environmental Protection Agency. Therefinery
operated in Surreal from 1920 until 1984 when it
closed due to bankruptcy. Hydrocarbonsfrom the
petroleum have seeped into the groundwater. Gladys
Creek runsaong therefinery and al so hasbecome
contaminated. Several homessit along the creek,
whichisalso used by local residentsfor fishing and
swimming activities.

Another issuefacing the KiowaNationisthe
illegal dumping of trash. Hazardous wastes, such as
oil containers, paint cans, Clorox bottlesand chemi-
cal spray drums have been found in adump near
Cedar Creek. Hazardous materialsfrom these
sources have washed into the creek, whichisa
source of drinking water for cattlethat grazein the
area. Thereare aso 54 homeswithin a4-mileradius
of thisdump that depend on well water. The Cedar
Creek dump also potentialy threatensthe area
groundwater. Thereare approximately 150illegd
dumpsinthearea, half of them ontrust lands.

William Hendey, aresearch analyst with the
KiowaTriba Environmental Office, joined the
program viatel ephoneto provide an update on the
environmental issuesin the area. Hendley reported
that theillegal dumping was an ongoing problem.

However, the KiowaNationisworking onaplanto
addressthe solid wasteissuesfacing the Kiowa,
other areatribes and the non-Indian community. The
KiowaNation hopesto build atransfer stationto
solvethe solid wasteissue and potentially continue
funding their environmental program.

Wes Martel believesthat as sovereign nations,
tribes need to devel op environmental codesto show
how Native Americanswant their environment and
natural resources protected. Martel noted, “these
codeswill pertain to everybody, wewill haveto
have stiff finesand pendltiesin place.”

Thethird segment featured environmental issues
facing the Navajo and Hopi Nations of the Four
Cornersarea. The Navajo Nation' sEPA estimates
that there are 1100 abandoned uranium mineson
Navgjolands. Theminesaremainly family mines
that were opened during World War 11 to support the
manufacture of nuclear weapons. The Navgjo
Nation hasreceived Federal funding for the
relamation of these mines. 314 of these mines (670
acres of land) have been reclaimed using fundsfrom
the Uranium Mill Tailings Reclamation Control Act.
In addition to reclamation activitiesand tailing
containment systems, the Navajo Nationisalso
beginning to deal with the groundwater contamina
tion that has resulted from uranium wastes.

Peabody Western, acoa mining company and
thelargest employer of Native Americansinthe
U.S,, operatesamineintheNavagjo Nation. In
additionto providing asource of stable employment,
Peabody Western al so cooperates with the Navajo
Nation on avariety of reclamation projects. Peabody
Western usesthe Navajo Aquifer to pump coal 273
milesfrom the Black Mesamineto the Mojave
Power Plant in Nevada. The Hopi Nation, whichis
located within the borders of the Navajo Nation, has
asserted that Peabody Western is pumping water
fromthisaquifer at ahigher ratethanitisbeing
recharged. While Peabody Western' sresearch
showsthat their activities are not the source of the
Hopi’ swater problems, they, along with the Navgo
Nation, have entered into negotiations with the Hopi
to seek alternate sources of water.

EllaMulford stressed that people need to go
through a culture change so that they don’t have a
great demand on resources. “Anytimeweturnon
thelight, we need to think about the resources that
weareimpacting,” said Mulford.

Thefinal segment of the program featured the
Hcontinued on page 3



Tallbull’s life journey completes its circle
Editor'sNater InformetionfromTheBillingsGazatte(March9,1996) wasussdfor thisartide

yearsagoin Muddy Creek, MT. Heledan
activelife asaspokesman and ambassador
for Native Americans.
Asayoung man, Tdlbull served inthe Air Force
during World War |l asaradio operator. Heaso
served the British Air Ministry, the Royal Air Force

B ill Talbull, Northern Cheyenne, wasborn 75

by thetimber industry. After nineyears, thefight to
preserve the medicinewhed isongoing.

Hisgoa hasawaysbeen to bring awareness
about Native culturesand beliefs. Talbull played a
vital rolein helping writethe draft for the Native
American Grave and Repatriation Act with Senator
Melcher from Montana. When the Act was passed,

asanair traffic controller. Healso
served asaweather and radio man
withthe American 9th Air Force,
37th Fighter Group, 366th Fighter
Squadron inthe European theater.
After hewashonorably dis-
charged hereturned hometo the
Cheyennelndian Reservation.
Heheld many positionswith

thetribe such as security guard S
for Busby Boarding School, truant %l@«‘«“
officer for the Cheyennetribe, and =

=

Cheyenne Triba Councilman.
When heretired in 1972 after 30
yearsof civil service, heimmedi-
ately started looking for another
job because he missed the people.
In 1986, he became an assistant
professor of Oral Traditionsand
Ethnobotany at Dull Knife Memorid College. During
that time he co-founded The Medicine Whedl
Allianceto preserve spiritua intrgrity of amedicine
wheel on Medicine M ountain when it wasthreatened

Memorial.

Tallbull depicte _
gFt. Fetterman Battle Fight

he was appointed by former

) Secretary of Interior, Manuel
Lujantowritetheregulations.
President Clinton appointed
Tdlbull asthefirst Native Ameri-
canto serve onthe Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation
in1994.

Alsoin 1994, hebecamea
member of the Haskell Environ-
mental Research Studies Center
Advisory Board at Haskell Indian
NationsUniversity. Heserved as
an elder and spritual advisor.

Tallbull passed away on
March7,1996, inBillings, MT.
Tohonor thelifeof Bill Tdlbull as
afather, el der, Ambassador for
Native Americansand afriend, a
memorial scholarship fund has been establishedin
hisname. Memoria Contributions can be sent to the
Bill Tallbull Scholarship Fund, PO. Box 101, Bushy,
Montana, 59016. ®

in frot of

Cooperative measures seek to solve environmental problems

B continued from page 2

Oglaal akotaNation of Pine Ridge, South
Dakota. Environmental concernsfacing thisnation
include the reclamation of aWWII bombing range
and leaking underground storage tanks. The bombing
range, which comprises over 341,000 acres of land,
contains unexploded ordnance below the surface.
Potentia environmental threatsfrom the bombing
rangeinclude unintended explosionsand groundwa-
ter contamination as the ammunition breaks down.
TheOglalaL akotaNation'sNatural Resources
Regulatory Agency (NRRA) isresearching thearea
and working with avariety of Federal agenciesto
remediate the area so that it can be returned to the
tribe. NRRA isworking to research the areausing
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). According
to panel member, Russell Qualls, theuseof GIS
technology “isanimportant step in understanding the
situationin order to reclaim theland.”

Representativesfrom the NRRA arenot certain
how long underground storage tanksin the city of
Pine Ridge have been leaking. A monitoringwell is
bailed each week to test the area groundwater. For
the past year, testing has revealed that purefree
product (gasoline and diesdl fuel) has contaminated
the groundwater. Underground storage tanksfrom a
local gas station werereplaced, but thishas not
effected thelevel of free product in the groundwa-
ter. Thisisanindication that thereal source of the
contamination has not yet been identified.

“An Environmental Legacy For Our Grandchil-
dren,” wasthefirst of aseries of programsthat will
focus on environmental issues on Native American
lands. This serieswill target faculty and student
audiences at Native American and other minority
academicingtitutionsthroughout theU.S. m



Satellite downlink survey

ease take afew momentsto complete and return thissurvey onthe
AOMI LiveTedeconference, “ Environmenta Legacy For Our Grand-
children,” broadcast viasatelliteon April 11, 1996. Thisinformationwill be
used in planning future satellite progams. Y our input isvery valuableto HERS.
Thank you.

Name University/Organization

1. Did your university/organization downlink the April 11 broadcast?
Yes
No. If no, please state briefly why you didn’t downlink the program.

2. Please evaluate the program on ascale of 1to 5, with 1 being theworst and 5
being the best.

effectiveness of panelists
informative, up-to-dateinformation
adequacy of publicity

1
1
1
effectiveness of telephone link-up 1
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3. Approximate number of people who attended the downlink at your location

4. Please usethe space below for written comments. Use additional paper if
necessary.

Haskell Foundation

Haskell Environmental Research Studies Center
155 Indian Ave., Box 1247

Lawrence, KS 66046

913-749-8498
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Center Directors
George Godfrey and Dan Wildcat
Supporting Faculty
Carol Bowen, Bill Curtis, Tom Dixon
Chuck Haines, Dennis O’Malley, Mike Tosee
Editors
Wendy Griswold and Patterson T. Yazzie
Grants Administrator
Helen Gee
Medicine Wheel Graphic
Leslie Evans
Advisory Board Members
Don Aragon, Les Benedict, Sherry
Blackburn, Karl Burgher, Kim Clausen,
Shelia Crawford, Sharon Crowley, Ray
Haner, Rose Main, Ella Mulford, Jerry
Pardilla, Steve Semken, Graham Snelding,
John Trottier, Gerald Wagner, Benjamin
Whiting, Roderick Yeahpau

Earth Medicine is published bi-monthly by the Haskell En-
vironmental Research Studies Center to serve as a means
of communication for members of the center's consortium
and the public. The Office of Research and Development,
U.S. EPA, under agreement #R-819653, through the Great
Plains-Rocky Mountain Hazardous Substance Research
Center, provides $1,101,757, or 70 percent, of the funding
for this program and publication. The content of this pub-
lication does not necessarily represent the views of that
agency. No official endorsement should be inferred.
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