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ITEP conducts air quality workshop at
Haskell Indian Nations University

by Patricia Ellsworth, Northern Arizona University

agstaff, AZ - Haskdll Indian Nations University (HINU) hosted an
F‘ Introductionto Air Quality Management” workshop February 4-7, 1997.
Thelnstitutefor Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) at Northern

ArizonaUniversity devel oped and delivered the 4-day training workshop. Virgil
Masayesva (Hopi) and Pat Ellsworth from ITEP, and Deb Madison, Environ-
mental Programs Manager for the Fort Peck Tribes, facilitated the workshop.
Participantsrepresented 17 tribes and most geographical areaswithin the United
States. Two US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Tribal Air Program
Coordinatorsa so attended: DennisFalk from Region V1 and Kelly Huynh from
Region X.

Major topicsincluded:
the concept of pH; the
criteriapollutants, their
sources and effects;
Nationa Ambient Air
Quality Standards; Air
Toxics; theuse of aPM 10
air sampler; mgjor provi-
sionsof theClean Air Act
and itsapplication totribes;
and components of atribal
g air quality program.

. - —— Faculty and staff in
ITEP Air Qualityworkshop participants  NU’sNatural and Social
reading test results. Science Department greztly
contributed to the success of the workshop. Dr. George Godfrey and his staff
provided space and equipment in the conferenceroom; Dr. DennisO’ Malley
opened the chemistry lab to workshop participantsfor several hands-on
activitiesduring theweek; Carol Bowen and Tom Trombley presented an
introduction to Geographic Information Systems.

Thisentry-level workshopispart of ITEP s American Indian Air Quality
Training Program (AIAQTP), which beganin 1993 with funding fromtheUS
EPA. AIAQTP seeksto fulfill the mandate of the 1990 Clean Air Act to offer
Native American tribesfull partnership in the management of air quality ontribal
lands.

The core of thetraining program is aseries of three workshops: “Introduc-
tionto Air Quality Management,” “ Air Pollution Technology,” and “ Air Quality
Program Administration.” Tribal staff who completethe seriesare prepared to
enroll in specialty courses.
ITEPfacilitated thefirst
speciaty course, “TitleV:

)

Operating Permits,” for On page...

tribal staff in May 1996. A

second specialty course, Planning for the future
dedling with environmenta

dataanalysis and manage- Going beneath the surface

ment, isslated for August
1997.
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NAOMI Seminar Program




Aietah Stephens, Jim Grijalva, Kim TallBear and Bill Welton
inthe HINU Television Production Studio.

Collaboration and mutual understanding are

key ingredients in land use planning
by Patterson T. Yazzie, Haskell Indian Nations University

he February 28, 1997, seminar program,
I “Biology Of The Earth—Our Connection To

ThelLand,” at the Haskell Indian Nations
University (HINU) television studio promoted
collaboration between tribal, state and federal
governmentson land use planning. Aietah Stephens
(Kiowa), aHINU alumnaand agraduate student in
mass comminication at Northeastern State University
at Tahlequah, Oklahoma, moderated the seminar
program. Joining Stephenswere Jim Grijalva,
Director of the Tribal Environmenta Law Project at
the University of North Dakota; Kim TallBear

(Cheyenne-Arapaho of Oklahoma), Environmental
Policy Analyst for the Council Energy of Resource
Tribes; and Bill Welton, Professor of Natural Re-
sourcesat HINU.

Tal|Bear talked about the traditional respect for
theland and how it can be applied to today’ stech-
nologiesin protecting tribal lands. She said that tribal
environmental officers need to ask themselveswhat
aretheir traditional land use practice philosophies.
“They haveto figure out how to apply that into a
contemporary framework on how to make decisions
to preserve and protect theland and the natural
resources.”

TallBear stressed theimportanceintraining
Native Americansin natural resources, biology,
engineering, and aspolicy experts. “Thereisaneed
for tribal memberswho are skilled in the scientific
fieldsto build up tribal environmental programsand
exercisetheir sovereign authority to regul ate envi-
ronmental activitiesontribal lands,” said TallBear.

Welton believesthat there needsto a collabora-

tion between tribal, state and federal governments
before any land use planning begins. He stated that
itisessential to understand the universal effects of
land use and the different understanding of holistic
management systems. “ There certainly does not
need to bea'token Indian’ to validate any finding or
needsto desecrate Native A merican sacred sites,”
stressed Welton.

Welton described the tendency of Federal
agenciesinoversmplifying Native American issues.
He reminded agenciesthat there are several hundred
Indian Nationswith varying views of nature.

Grijalvatalked about the status of Indian Nations
as sovereign nationswith legal authority to establish
policiesand programsfor territories over which the
tribe hasjurisdiction. He stressed that tribal govern-
ments must demand agovernment-to-government
relationship when working with the Federa govern-
ment. He described the conflict Native Americans
arefacing regarding whether to consumetheland
for profit or livein harmony with theland. “The
decision for thetribal governmentsisreally whether
or not they would usetheir legal statusto adopt
policiesthat will try to protect theinterestsand the
valuesthat thetribe holds,” said Grijalva.

TallBear pointed out the federal mandate of risk
assessment on what to clean up and how clean an
affected site should be. Accordingto TdlBear, “they
do not know how to evaluate therisk to cultural
resources and sacred sites.”

She described how the Nez Percetribein Idaho
and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatillalndian
Reservationin Oregon areworking on atribal risk
assessment model. They arelooking at how to
qualitatively, rather than quantitatively, evauaterisks
to cultural resources. Shestressed that itisup to
individual tribesto figure out how to measurerisk
assessment on cultural and sacred resources
becausethefederal standard risk assessment does
not provide guiddlines.

For moreinformationonthe“All ThingsAre
Connected: The Sacred Circle Of Life,” video
seminar series, contact the HERS Center at 913-
749-8498 or HERS@hsrv.nass.haskell.edu. Sugges-
tionsand evaluations of the seminar seriesare
welcome. The seminar seriesisbeing sponsored by
Haskell Indian Nations University, the Native Ameri-
can And Other Minority Institutions Program
(NAOMI) and United StatesGeological Survey. ®|



Century-old concerns reiterated during recent

water seminar

uring arecent seminar program recorded at
D theHaskdll Indian NationsUniversity (HINU)

television studio in Lawrence, Kansas, three
Native American panelistsreaffirmed the environ-
mental concernsthat werevoiced by tribal |leaders
even beforethefirst treaty was signed with the
United States Government. The program, “The
Biology Of The Earth—Going Beneath The Surface
Of Anlssue,” wasthethird program of afour-part
seminar series, “All Things Are Connected: The
Sacred Circle Of Life.”

The program was moderated by Dan Wildcat
(Y uchi), whois co-director of the HERS Center and
aprofessor of social sciencesat HINU. Joining
Wildcat were Dr. George Godfrey (Potawatomi),
chair of the Natural and Social Sciences Department
at HINU; Juane Quick-To-See-Smith (Salish-
Kootenai), contemporary Native American artist
from Corraes, New Mexico; and Curly Bear Wagner
(Blackfeet), cultural advisor to the Blackfeet Nation
in Browning, Montana.

Wagner stressed the differencesin how Native
Americansview nature asagift from Mother Earth
while some Europeans perceive natural resourcesas
commodities made available for human consumption.
Wagner believesthat if the Europeans shared the
samereverence for nature asthe Native Americans
did, there may not have been environmental prob-
lems. “If they paid attention to the American Indians
on how we protected the water, forests, the moun-

tainsand the air, wewould not bein the situation we
areintoday. They would not listen to usand pay
attention to us because they called us savages.”

Quick-To-See-Smith talked about how non-
Indians do not have the same guardianship of Nature
compared to Native Americans. Shetalked about a
recent project she worked on with awastewater
treatment plant in Phoenix, Arizona. Shefindsfault
in defining water at the treatment center as waste-
water. “All waterislifegivingandit’sall recycled.
Thiswater has been here since the beginning of
time,” clarified Quick-To-See-Smith. Shesaid that
the current project in Phoenix will recycleal the
water at the treatment center asdrinking water.

Godfrey talked about the importance of water to
the Potawatomi and how they view Lake Michighan
asthebirthplace of the Potawatomi Nation.

Godfrey compared the different phases of water to
the medicine wheel that representsthe sacredness
and continuity of life. “If that cycleisbroken, then
thereisdeath. If thereisan interference withthe
cycleof water, then thereisal so death.”

Godfrey added that the water recycling project
in Phoenix will make more people aware of what we
put into thewater, if wehavetodrink it again. “The
concept people haveisof flushing the water and
never seeing it again, but the water comes back
again moredirectly through the recycling plants.”
Gadfrey believesthat peoplewill beginto seethe
significance of water and make better useof it. ®

Earth Medicine changing format in July

he staff at the Haskell Environmental Re-

search Studies Center (HERS) areworking to

redesignthelayout of Earth Medicine. The
July 1997 issuewill unveil the new format with eight
pages and anew layout design. The newsletter will
be published quarterly.

Theformat will reflect the new focus of HERS.

The center’ sactivitieswill be morefocused on tribal
environmental activitiesand continuing the seminar

series. Upcoming topicswill include Industria
Ecology and Environmental Management Systems.

TheHERS center isalso planning to hirea
Technical Outreach coordinator by Fall 1997. This
position will beresponsiblefor providing university
educational resourcesto tribal communities affected
by hazardous substance contamination i ssues.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please
contact the HERS staff at 913-749-8498. W

Workshop promotes hands-on experience

B continuedfrompage 1

All ITEPtraining courses have aworkshop
format, incorporating agreat deal of hands-on work
and several small group activities. Thisapproach
encourages group interaction so that participants get
to know one another and share concerns and ideas.
Hopefully, thiswill lead to networking after the
workshop. Theinstructional team for each work-
shopincludesexperienced tribal environmental

managers who can speak to the day-to-day needs
and problemstribal staff will encounter.

For moreinformation about | TEP and the
American Indian Air Quality Training Program, cdll
or send email to: Virgil Masayesva (520-523-9651,
virgil.masayesva@nau.edu) or Pat Ellsworth (520-
523-6721, patricia.ellsworth@.nau.edu). |



Available videotapes

Thesetapesareavailablethrough interlibrary loan from Kansas State University’s
Farrell Library.

Biology Of TheEarth—All ThingsAreConnected
Biology Of TheEarth—Our Connection ToTheLand
GeoscienceEducation in Native American Communities
LiveTdeconference: An Environmental L egacy For Our Grandchildren

Comparison of Native American and Eur opean Worldviews: A RoundtableDiscussion,
Partll

TheBadlandsBombing Range Pr oj ect

Basin Creek MineClosureReclamation Techniques

Comparison of Native American and Eur opean Worldviews: A RoundtableDiscusson
Topicsin Pollution Prevention—\VehicleM aintenance

PCBsin Our Environment—T heL egacy Continues

Comparison of Native American and European Worldviews: A European Viewpoint
Environmental | mpactsof Gold Mining Oper ationsNear theFort Belknap Reservation

Comparison of NativeAmerican and Eur opean Wor ldviews: A NativeAmerican
Viewpoint

TheNAOMI Program and HERS: New Opportunitiesin Environmental Resear ch
H6zho Kéyah (Environmental Harmony in Business)
H6zho Hooghan (Environmental Harmony a Home)

Team America A Strategic Planforthe1990's

Bold print indicatesthat aseminar was sponsored by the NAOMI Seminar Program.
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