Native posters highlighted at
environmental conference

The NAOMI (Native American and Other Minority Institutions) Program
funded the participation of faculty and studentsfrom five NAOMI
Consortium ingtitutions at the Hazardous Substance Research Center/
Waste-management Education and Research Consortium Joint Conference on
the Environment, held in Albuguerque, New Mexico, on May 21-23, 1996.
Students and faculty from Crownpoint Institute of Technology, Haskell Indian
NationsUniversity, Salish Kootenai College, Sinte GleskaUniversity, and Turtle
Mountain Community College were present at the conferencewith NAOMI
assistance.
Navagjo Commu-
nity Collegeat
Shiprock, New
Mexico, wasaso
represented at the
conference.

The confer-
encefeatured a
special poster
sessionand
reception on
“NativeAmerican
Environmenta
Educationand

Research.” This  Sinte Gleska University students Kimberly
sessiongavethe  Haukaasand PriscillaMarshallinfront of their
studentsand award-winning poster.

faculty the opportunity to network with each other and with other conference
0 attendees regarding environmental issuesin Indian Country.
During the conference, awardswere given for several poster presentations.
Two awardsfor outstanding Native American posterswere given to presenters
from Navajo Community College. Titlesand authorsfor those postersare:
“Navajo StudentsMonitor aL ocal Uranium-Mill TailingsSite,” by C. Brown, M.
Mitchell, W. Pierceand S. Semken, Navajo Community College, and B. Tsosig,
New Mexico I nstitute of Mining and Technology, and “ Earth Systems and
Navajo Pedagogy,” by S. Semken and F. Morgan.
Two additional postersin the Native American category received awards.
J u n e “Environmental Concerns onthe Osage Reservation,” by J.O. Bear, Haskell
Indian Nations University, received an award for visual effect. Anaward for
technical content was
1 9 9 6 awardedto“Radonin
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First students participate in NAOMI summer
cooperative research program

Other Minority Intitutions) Summer Coop-

erative Research Program, the Haskell
Environmental Research Studies Center (HERS)
placed itsfirst student researchers at Hazardous
Substance Research Center (HSRC) Consortium
universitiesthis summer. A faculty member froma
NAOMI Consortiumingtitution will also participate
in thissummer’ s program. These researcherswill be
working on HSRC-funded research projectsat two
HSRC Consortium universities.

The Summer Cooperative Research Program
attemptsto build links between the HSRC Consor-
tium universitiesand NAOMI Consortium faculty
and students. Theselinkshelp NAOMI Consortium
faculty and students develop their capabilitiesin
research and training and technol ogy transfer.

In Summer 1996, two students and one profes-
sor from Native American academic institutionswill
participatein the Summer Cooperative Research
Program. Theindividualsand the projectsthey are
working on are:;

4 Jamison Bear (Osage), aprofessor of Biology at
Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence,
Kansas, isworking with Dr. Lawrence Davis of
Kansas State University. Bear will beworking with
Davisto examinetheinteraction of plantsand
microbesin the remediation of volatile organic
contaminants. They will examinewaysin which the

T hroughthe NAOMI (Native Americanand

plant contributesto the degradation of the contami-
nant, either by its own metabolic processes or by
stimulating themicrobia populationsthat are ableto
carry out the degradative processes;
4 Sherry Blackburn (Northern Arapaho), astudent
at Haskdll Indian NationsUniversity in Lawrence,
Kansas, isworking with Dr. Tissalllangasekare
fromthe University of Colorado-Boulder. Blackburn
isworking with Illangasekare on an on-going project
to devel op systematic proceduresfor extending
information from laboratory to field to design and
evaluate varioustreatment and remediation technol o-
giesassociated with non-agueous base organic
chemicals and waste productsin the subsurface;
and
4 Miranda Salt (Navgj0), astudent at Navgjo
Community Collegein Tsaile, Arizona, isworking
with Dr. Kathy Banks of Kansas State University in
Manhattan, Kansas. Salt will beassisting Banksin
investigating the use of plantsand associated soil
microorganismsto remediate soil contaminated with
hazardous organic contaminants.
Theseresearcherswill be spending up to eight
weeksworking at their respective HSRC Consor-
tiumingtitutions. Thisisthethird consecutive year
that HERS has placed NAOMI Consortium
researchersat HSRC Consortiuminstitutions. H

HERS information available to internet users

(NASS) at Haskdll Indian NationsUniversity

isconstructing itsown Home Page on the
World WideWeb. TheHaskell Environmental
Research Studies Center (HERS) hasitsown Home
Page at thislocation. Information at thissiteincludes
HERS and NAOMI| Program descriptionsand
information on upcoming events. Thesiteistill
under construction. Expansion plansinclude access
tothe Earth Medicine newdetter and linksto other
environmental and tribal sourcesonthe World Wide
Web. Theaddressfor the HERS Home Pageishttp://
www.nass.haskell.edu/HERS/HERS.html. If you
havetrouble accessing the site, the HERS or NASS
staff ismost likely working onit. Pleasetry again
later.
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The NASS Home Page at HINU provides a
home on the World Wide Web to several
university programs, including HERS.



HERS partnership with Stone & Webster to
provide opportunities for Native students

Center (HERS) will collaborate with Stone

& Webster Environmental Technology and
Servicesinamultimillion dollar contract to fund
remediation efforts on landsimpacted by military
operationswithinthe Missouri River Divisiona
Boundaries. HERSwill receive approximately $6
million over the next five to ten yearsfrom the United
States Army Corps of Engineersto support Stone &
Webster’ s Total Environmental Restoration Contract.

HERSwill provideavariety of servicestothe

Denver-based firm including Geographic Information
Systems services, archeological surveys, and
technical consulting on Indian Rightsand land

T he Haskell Environmental Research Studies

development i ssues. Helping environmental engi-
neers understand and appreciate issuesrelated to
Indian rightsand land devel opment will hopefully
help alleviate problemsthat have occurred in the
past due to misunderstandings and poor communi-
cation.

Inaddition, itisanticipated that internshipswill
be offered for American Indian studentsdesiring a
hands-on learning experiencein technical or admin-
istrativerolesfor environmental restoration work.
Thecollaboration will also provide support for
HERS and other environmental science programs at
Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence,
Kansas. &

HERS Advisory Board convenes at conference
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(HERS) Advisory Board also met during this confer-
ence. The Board convened to receive updates on
NAOMI Program activities and to wel come new
Advisory Board members. Focal pointsof the
discussion centered upon the future of HERS and the
NAOMI Program. Future plansfor the NAOMI
Program include afour-part seminar seriesthat may
begin and end with satellite uplink programs. The
serieswill focus on four areas of environmental
concern: Land, Air, Water, and Living Beings. The
seminarswill addresstheseissues by focusing on
traditional tribal wisdom and knowledge, sovereignty,
science, and technology.

Advisory Board memberswere a so updated on
information pertainingto HERS' new source of
support, apartnership with Stone & Webster Envi-
ronmental Technology and Services. For additional
information, pleaserefer to the article on page 3 of
thisissue.

TheBoard also gaveitsrecommendation for
approval onarevised training proposal from Sinte
GleskaUniversity. The proposd, “ Environmental
Analysis Training for the Northern Plains American
Indian Nations,” was submitted by Benjamin Whiting,
Environmental Science and Conservationinstructor at
Sinte GleskaUniversity. The project will fund envi-
ronmental assessment training for thetribesin
Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakotaand
Northern Nebraska. The project isgeared totribal
environmental personnel in order to increase educa-

tional opportunitiesand toimprovetribal environ-
mental monitoring capabilities. The project will also
improvethe capacity of tribal governmentsin
devel oping and delivering environmental training
programsthrough tribal collegesand through
existing environmental programs.

TheHERS Advisory Board will meet againin
Fall 1996 at Haskell Indian NationsUniversity in
Lawrence, Kansas. B

Frank Morgan from !\Iagjo Community College at
Shiprock, New Mexico, discusses his ﬁosterwnh
another conference attendee during the poster
session.




Avalilable videotapes

Thesetapesareavailablethrough interlibrary loan from Kansas State University’s
Farrell Library.

An Environmental L egacy for Our Grandchildren

Comparison of Native American and European Worldviews. A Roundtable
Discussion, Part ||

TheBadlandsBombing Range Pr oj ect
Basin Creek Mine Closure Reclamation Techniques

Comparison of Native American and European Worldviews. A Roundtable
Discussion

Topicsin Pollution Prevention—Vehicle M aintenance
PCBsin Our Environment—TheL egacy Continues

Comparison of Native American and European Worldviews. A European
Viewpoint

Environmental Impactsof Gold Mining OperationsNear the Fort Belknap
Reservation

Comparison of Native American and European Worldviews: A Native Ameri-
can Viewpoint

TheNAOMI Program and HERS: New Opportunitiesin Environmental
Research

H6zh6 Kéyah (Environmental Harmony in Business)
H6zh6 Hooghan (Environmental Harmony at Home)
Team America: A Strategic Plan for the 1990's

Bold print indicatesthat aseminar was sponsored by the NAOMI Seminar Program.
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Earth Medicine is published bi-monthly by the Haskell En-
vironmental Research Studies Center to serve as ameans
of communication for members of the center's consortium
and the public. The Office of Research and Development,
U.S. EPA, under agreement #R-819653, through the Great
Plains-Rocky Mountain Hazardous Substance Research
Center, provides $1,101,757, or 70 percent, of the funding
for this program and publication. The content of this pub-
lication does not necessarily represent the views of that
agency. No official endorsement should be inferred.
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